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After one of the driest summers on record, many of us were glad to see rain in the forecast! Although now, 
it seems to have all come at once, making pasture that did have huge cracks in the ground only 6 weeks 
ago, very sticky and muddy! Further to this, it has still been very mild with an average temperature of 
15.1oC for Gloucestershire back in October.  Such weather conditions are perfect for foot disease and so 
many of you will be battling a rise in lameness rates. Therefore, we will be discussing controlling lameness 
on farm in this month’s newsletter.   

 
Tackling lameness on farm  
 
Target levels of lameness will be different on each farm, 
but as a rough guide, <5% is desirable. Once this target 
has been achieved on a farm, lameness of <2% should be 
worked towards.  

• Ensure repeat offenders are identified 
o Either with a specific lameness mark, 

cull/lameness tag or recorded on a stock 
recorder. Make sure to identify the leg 
involved. Those that have been lame twice 
or three times should ideally be culled out 
of the flock as they are very likely to be a 
carrier of infection, increasing the burden 
on the ground and go lame again due to 
their mis-shapen feet 

o By culling out sheep with less resilience to 
foot disease, we will be breeding from sheep with genetically better shaped feet and some 
resistance to the bacteria that cause infectious foot disease 
 

• Isolate and treat cases quickly 
o To limit spread of bacteria on the ground, isolate lame animals and treat cases within 48 

hours of them first being identified 
 

• Avoid Infection: 
o Move feeders or racks daily  
o Move licks/ball feeders daily 
o Put lime or wood chip around field furniture and 

in gateways  
o Keep sheep grazing on one field, then move to 

another rather than sheep having to walk 
through muddy gateways at this time of year 
 
 



• Quarantine 
o Bought in stock should be quarantined from your home flock for at least 28 days. This is 

essential to prevent infection with different strains of foot rot or even worse, contagious 
ovine digital dermatitis (CODD). Quarantine pastures ought to be set aside for this role only 
and not used by any of your home stock as it will be heavily contaminated 
 

• Footvax 
o Vaccination is a vital piece in the puzzle of any lameness control plan and should be tailored 

to each farms need. For a farm that has seen the benefits of implementing all other 
elements of the lameness control plan, vaccinating can push infection levels even lower and 
thus reduce incidence even further 

 
Temporary cease in the production of toxovax  
 
Toxoplasmosis is caused by a parasite shed in cat faeces and is most well-known for causing abortions and 
early embryonic death in ewes. As most of you will now be aware, the manufacture of Toxovax has ceased 
suddenly at a very critical time in the sheep calendar. Unfortunately, there is no substitute for this 
vaccination so prevention against toxoplasma abortion this year, for those that did not get chance to 
vaccinate, will focus on management measures instead, such as: 
 

• Maintaining strict rodent control on farm  
o Ensure you have a strict rodent control plan on farm to minimise the amounts of rodents 

 

• Pick up and dispose of aborted material as soon as it is identified 
  

• Ensure all sources of feed are covered 
o Where possible try and use feed bins that you can place lids on, or feed silos/towers to 

prevent cats using your concentrate feed as a litter tray! Or, if having tipped feed then 
ensure this feed pile is covered by sheeting 
 

• Leave dominant cats on the farm 
o Dominant cats will ward off young cats which are often the ones shedding the Toxoplasma 

gondii parasite. Try and make sure tom cats are neutered, to prevent having too many 
young cats around. When cats are infected, they tend to shed the parasite for 
approximately 8 days, and the parasite can stay infective in moist and cold environments for 
up to 18 months. Once cats overcome this, they are then immune and don’t shed, so keep 
those older cats around!  
 

• Bales: 
o Ideally wrapped bales are the safest to feed to 

pregnant ewes as, providing there are no holes 
in the wrap, then cats shouldn’t have been able 
to defecate on them. If using hay bales, then we 
would recommend not using bales on the top of 
a stack and only using those underneath. Try and 
keep the original top bales on the top of the 
stack. 
 
 

We have been informed that Toxovax production should resume at the end of this year and although this 
will be too late for many of you needing to vaccinate this year, we hope that we will have it back in our 
armoury for next year.  


