
  

Many of you will be carrying out last minute preparations this month whilst some of you may already be a 
good way through your lambing period. Hopefully the weather remains mild, allowing for good turnout 
conditions for ewes and lambs at foot. We are all keeping our fingers crossed we don’t have another 
severe snowy spring!  
We recently held an interactive Advanced Lambing meeting at the practice where we discussed 
management and treatment of the neonate and ewes, as well as holding a Red Tractor compliant 
Medicine Master Class discussing decision making and responsible use of medicines.  
For those of you who are Farm Assured, as of June 2018, there is now a recommendation for members of 
the farm team to attend a responsible use of medicines course. We are holding a further Lambing Course 
later in February for those who would still like to attend. Please see the end of the newsletter for more 
information. 
 

Ewe Preparation  
For those that have not yet started lambing, your ewes will now 
be in the last few crucial weeks of pregnancy. Last month we 
touched on the importance of good ewe nutrition throughout the 
later stages of pregnancy to ensure adequate colostrum and milk 
availability as well as good lamb birth weights.  
These last few weeks involve rapid foetal growth and therefore an 
exponential increase in energy demand for the ewe.  

Are you matching your ewes’ energy requirements in these last 
few weeks? 

A typical 70kg ewe carrying twins will experience a 60% increase in 
energy demand between 7 weeks pre-lambing and 1 week off lambing with a similar increase in protein 

demand. In addition to this, the size of the foetus will be putting 
increased pressure on the rumen, meaning her dry matter intake 
will fall. We need to offer energy dense rations to maintain protein 
and energy intakes and minimise the risk of metabolic disease and 
loss of condition.  
   Considerations to maximise feed and energy intakes: 

 Moving from grazing to sheds: Are ewes receiving compound 
feed and forage supplementation out at grazing? Allowing ewes 

access to the same feeds and feeding style (e.g. floor feeding) whilst still out at grazing creates a 
smoother transition when shifting to indoor feeding. This in combination with moving ewes no later than 
3 weeks pre-lambing means ewes should not experience an intake slump or period of stress whilst 
learning how to access feed indoors in the last few critical weeks.  

 Allowing enough space per ewe: All too often we are called out for Twin Lamb cases and find ourselves 
commenting on the availability of forage feed face space or stocking density of the sheds. If ewes don’t 
have enough room to access feed easily and with minimal stress, then simply put, they won’t! For a 
typical 70kg ewe, we recommend a minimum trough space of 15cm per ewe. If you were to measure your 
ring feeders, or trough space, do you have the equivalent accessible feed space for all ewes to feed at the 
same time? Also, for a 70kg ewe heavy in lamb, a lying space of 1.3m2 is required (excluding space around 
feeders/water troughs). This should dictate your stocking density and therefore feed space requirements.  

 Careful concentrate feeding: Please aim to avoid rapidly increasing concentrate feed to try to achieve 
adequate energy intakes. Feeding more than 0.5kg of concentrate at any one time will increase the risk of 
ruminal acidosis, negatively affecting the rumen’s ability to digest any other feed efficiently. A safe way to 
achieve adequate energy intakes in line with increased ewe energy demands is through step increases of 
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HEPTAVAC P 
If you have not already 
done so, please call to 
order you Heptavac P 

booster vaccines.  
These must be given no 

later than 4-6 weeks pre-
lambing to ensure good 
colostral protection for 

your lambs. 
Please call to place your 

order 

SCABIVAX 
We’ve seen a few Orf outbreaks recently.  

If you have a diagnosed Orf issue on farm or a 
previous history, vaccinations need to be 

completed soon! 
Ewe vaccinations must be completed no later 
than 7-8 weeks before lambing allowing time 
for the infectious scabs to drop off. During this 

time ewes should be kept well away from 
intended lambing and turnout areas. 

If you have any queries regarding Orf and 
vaccination, please ask us at the practice 

Quick Reminder… Have you had your flock’s metabolic status assessed yet? Blood tests to assess long 
and short term nutrition in ewes allows for grouping and feeding according to Twin Lamb disease risk. 
Ideally these should be completed 4-6 weeks pre-lambing to allow enough time for management 
changes. Speak to one of us to arrange a pre-lambing visit and blood sampling session. 

concentrate every 2 weeks to an end total 1kg of concentrate feed. This should be split into 2 feeds 
throughout the day up until the last week of lambing alongside good quality forage. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Twin Lamb Drench, is yours effective?  

Twin Lamb drenches come in many shapes and forms and we have recently had clients treating 
ewes with generic Twin Lamb products that do not contain ideal energy substrates. We need 

to effectively treat down or suspected Twin Lamb ewes to avoid losses. 
Please note for ewes to rebuild their own glucose supply, we need to drench them with a 
glucose precursor – specifically propylene glycol. Other forms of sugar are often 
included, but these will only be feeding the rumen microflora and typically provide a short 
term energy supply and will not ‘reach’ the ewe herself. 
 

Please read the label of your products, look for one of the following ingredients:  

 Propylene glycol  

 1,2 propanediol  

 Propionate  

 Monopropylene glycol  
If none of the above are listed, it won’t be beneficial in treating Twin Lamb disease. Please be aware, 
treatment is most successful in the early stages of Twin Lamb disease. Once ewes present down, a 
successful outcome is only achieved in 30% of cases; the longer a ewe remains down the worse the 
prognosis.  Each foetus requires 30–40 g of glucose/day in late gestation, which is preferentially directed to 
the foetuses rather than the ewe. If you are experiencing Twin Lamb cases on farm, please don’t hesitate 
to ask for advice as further treatment with calcium or an injection to induce labour may be required.   

If you are unsure about the product you have on farm or have any further questions regarding Twin 
Lamb disease, please speak to one of us at the practice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETINGS THIS MONTH …  
Basic Lambing Skills Course  

Venue: WVG  
Date: Wednesday 20th Feb  

Time:  1.30 - 3.30pm  
Cost: £20 + VAT    

Free to Scheme Members  
To cover:  

Lambing shed management  
Medicine Master Class – Red 

Tractor Compliant  
Call to reserve your place   

These are all propylene glycol derivatives – 
confusingly the name sometimes changes! 

Ceto Phyton lists 1,2 propanediol 

Sheep Scab Update 
Every year we see a few cases of Sheep Scab and this year has been no exception. Please be vigilant with 

checking your stock and mindful of neighbouring flocks or bought in animals– a Scab outbreak at this 
time of year with ewes heavily in lamb can be disastrous.  Within the practice, we are now aware of a 

number of clients with Moxidectin or Ivermectin resistant Scab, meaning common injectable treatments 
are no longer effective at treating Scab on these holdings.  

If you are experiencing any evidence of continued clinical signs despite treatment, please speak to one 
of us at the practice.  


