
Hopefully the end of lambing is in sight for many you, for those still lambing we wish you a successful last 
few weeks.  With most of you turning out (weather permitting!) it’s time to consider worming protocols.   
 

Ewe Worming  
As a practice, we have maintained that regular 
worming of adult ewes is not required.  
Interestingly, new research from APHA and the 
VMD has been published through SCOPS this month 
(Learmount et al. 2018) suggesting that even 
worming at selective times of year – particularly 
around lambing time – may not be as beneficial as 
we believe.  
Timing  
Ewes have a natural decline in immune function 
during late pregnancy resulting in a ‘peri-
parturient’ rise – allowing huge numbers of adult 
worms and eggs to develop. Traditionally by 
worming the day before planned turn out, we have 
aimed to reduce the number of viable eggs that 
ewes shed onto pasture to decrease the risk to 
young lambs. However, research carried out over a 
3-year period, found no correlation between egg 
counts from 10-16 week old lamb when ewes were 
wormed at lambing/peak lactation or not. This 
suggests that ewe worming may not always have a 
positive effect on lowering infection levels in lambs.  
Product Use  
In addition, data suggested that product choice 
between short acting wormers or persistent 
wormers, had little connection to lamb early 
infection rates. This supports our restricted use of 
long acting products to safeguard against increased 
resistance selection.  

Based on these recent research findings, please 
consider the additional following points:  
 Do not worm the same way year on year. 

Research found worm counts varied on a yearly 
basis. Monitor parasite forecasts and worm 
accordingly – be prepared to change tact!  
 Continue good practices. Ensure ewes 

receive adequate good 
quality protein to 
support immune 
function.  
 Careful product 

selection. This should be 
based on year and 
individual farm situation. Persistent wormers do 
not equate to lower pasture contamination/less 
reinfection pressure.  
 Strict ewe selection for worming. Identify 

and treat small numbers e.g. ewes in poor body 
condition, sick ewes, ewes with twins or triplets. 
Fit ewes in good body condition or those with 
singles should not need worming.  
 Grazing management. Ewe worming may 

have less benefit to lamb growth rates than 
previously thought – ensure management tools 
e.g. safe grazing, regular lamb faecal egg counts 
and monitoring of daily live weigh gain are 
employed  

Please discuss your worming decisions and 
product choices with one of us before worming!

Lamb Disease 
With lambs now at grass we need to consider pasture disease risks and intestinal parasite control.  
Clostridial Disease
Recently we have had a few cases of sudden death in fit 3 week old lambs – post mortem investigation 
revealed evidence of haemorrhagic enteritis, better known as ‘Red Gut’. This is caused by clostridia; toxin 
and spore forming bacteria that are found in the soil and the environment. Adverse wet weather 

conditions (such as melting snow and ice!) can bring spores to the surface and 
increase exposure risk. Typically sudden death is the only clinical sign and 
frustratingly these are often the fittest animals – the bacteria targets replicating 
cells. Vaccination of ewes with clostridial vaccine e.g. Heptavac P is essential to 
provide initial passive protection through colostrum intake. After 3 weeks (see 

SHEEP NEWSLETTER 
 

APRIL 2018 
 



RETIREMENT 
We have waved a fond farewell 
to one of our receptionists – Sue 

Welsby 
With over 7 years on the Large 
Animal Team she will be sorely 

missed – not to mention her 
excellent cakes at meetings! 

Please join us in wishing her a 
fantastic retirement and good 
luck in her future endeavours. 

 
 

graph) passive protection from colostrum antibodies 
begins to wane. At this stage, vaccination of lambs will 
be necessary to provide ongoing protection for lambs 
on high risk pasture (see list of vaccines)   

Please speak to us if you are experiencing sudden 
death in lambs – post mortem investigations may be 

needed. 
Available vaccines:  

 Ovivac P – vaccination from a minimum of 3 weeks of 
age. Appropriate for stores / fat lambs. 

 Heptavac P – vaccination from minimum of 3 weeks 
of age. Broader protection, preferred vaccine for 
breeding replacements. 

Lambs will require 2 doses, 4-6 weeks apart for a complete starter course. 

Lamb Scour 

At this time of year, we have two main differentials for scouring lambs – Nematodirus and Coccidiosis. Key 
points to consider are:  
Nematodirus  
This small intestinal parasite will be the first 
worm lambs encounter. Lambs are at risk from 6 
– 12 weeks old when they start eating significant 
amounts of grass; earlier lambing flocks may 
avoid the highest seasonal risk period as lambs 
will be older with increased immunity when the 
eggs finally hatch.  
Pastures previously grazed by lambs or mixed age 
groups are highest risk; ewes are immune. Bear 
in mind, if ewes have poor milk supply, lambs 
may be more susceptible as they will be forced to 
graze earlier e.g. triplets / ewes with mastitis. 
Cold weather delays hatching, but if 
temperatures stay above 100C for 5 - 7 days 
following a cold period this can trigger a mass 
hatch. It is the immature stage of the worm that 
causes disease; this means faecal egg count 
results will be negative initially. Clinical signs 
include rapid onset scour, poor looking lambs and 
sudden death even in fit lambs – affected lambs 
may have stunted growth rates even after 
treatment.  All at risk lambs must be treated 
using a white drench e.g. Albex 10% / Rycoben, a 

repeat treatment in 2-3 weeks may be needed. If 
possible, lambs should be moved to safer grazing.  
Coccidiosis  
This parasite is a risk to lambs over 4 weeks old – 
and typically presents 2 weeks after turnout. A 
low level of cocci oocysts (eggs) ingestion from 
pasture allows lambs to development immunity 
but if environmental pressure becomes too high 
disease can occur. Clinical signs include scour, 
straining lambs, poor growth and death.  
Oocysts survive on pasture over winter to hatch 
in spring; wet, poached fields provide the perfect 
environment for this parasite.  
In comparison to Nematodirus, worm egg counts 
are important to ensure cocci is the causal agent 
- only 2 of the many species of cocci cause 
disease; so the number of eggs and the type 
present influence what treatment we advise. 
Please speak to us and get faecal samples down 
to us. Collect teaspoon sized samples of fresh 
faeces from lambs only; sample 10% of the 
group. Do not let samples get warm on delivery 
as oocysts hatch and we will get falsely low 
readings. 

 

** NEMATODIRUS PARASITE FORECAST ** 

We are monitoring SCOPS  again for signs of Nematodirus. 
Our area is currently LOW RISK 
(map correct as of 3/4/18). The 
yellow dots at Pershore and nearby Little 
Rissington suggest recent temperatures 
have been in hatching range but a hatch 
is not yet imminent. Risk assess your 
pastures, do you have safe ‘non lamb 
grazed’ pasture to use?   Watch this 
space for updates. 


