
Abomasal 
(stomach) 
damage 

from Brown 
Stomach 

Worm 

It looks like our ‘rain dances’ in the practice have had some effect – we hope the smattering of much needed rain is 
looking after your grass! 
With evenings staying warm, it’s certainly a pleasure to have a cold cider at the end of the day, and what better time 
to reflect on lambing time and look towards planning for the summer months.  
 

LAMB WORM EGG COUNTS  
As we creep towards the summer months, 
Nematodirus may not be the only parasite posing a 
risk to your lambs.  
Strongyle worm numbers e.g. Teladorsagia 
Circumcincta (Brown Stomach Worm) are likely to be 
building up on pasture too.  
High worm burdens can cause irreversible gut 
damage, scour and most importantly unneeded 
growth rate reductions.  
Being able to identify issues with your lambs before 
they become a true problem will allow you to act 
promptly; once you notice lambs looking ‘poor’, 
damage to the gut and abomasum has already been 
done.  
It’s likely that obvious ‘wormy’ looking lambs are the 
tip of the iceberg; many more apparently healthy 
lambs may already be suffering from a worm burden.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monitor for issues:  
WEIGH 
Regularly monitoring daily live weight gains  

 Grass fed lambs (average weight gain 175 grams/day) 

 Creep fed lambs (average weight gain 250 grams/day)  
Lambs falling short of either of these targets, can 
accurately indicate a parasite burden 
 
COUNT 

 Carry out faecal egg counts on lambs from 10-12 
weeks old  

 Always check a faecal sample before you worm! 

 A sample from 10% of the group is needed for an 
accurate representation  
 
Closely keeping tabs on daily live weight changes 
alongside faecal egg counts will give you the best 
information of when to worm. By checking these two 
factors together, we can hopefully limit financial loses 
of trying to worm and finish ‘wormy’ lambs.  
 
NB – Use clinical signs and daily live weight gains to be 
selective with your worming – do not simply blanket 
treat all lambs. 10% should be left untreated – we 
need to maintain a susceptible worm population.  

 

 
WEANING LAMBS 
Many of you will be looking to set weaning dates for 
lambs.  This decision should be based on a number of 
factors (as detailed below) and should be assessed 
year on year.  
 

BCS of Ewes  
Body condition of ewes will be one of the main 
triggers for weaning your lambs.  
From 8 weeks post lambing you should be monitoring 
ewe body condition scores closely. If ewes are looking 
thin or will hit below weaning BCS targets; then early 
weaning should be considered.  
Ewes need to prepare for optimal fertility well before 
going to the tup. The quality of oocytes for first cycles 
will be determined around this stage post lambing. 
Bear in mind, it takes 6-8 weeks for a ewe to put on 

 
ONE body condition score. BCS all ewes regularly and 
especially at weaning, you can plan ahead to make 
sure the girls will be fit for tupping.  
 

BCS score 
requirement 

Lowland ewes Upland ewes 

At weaning 2.5 2 

At tupping 3.5 3 

 
BCS of Lambs 
As discussed above, regularly monitoring lamb daily 
weight gains and body condition scores can give you 
the ‘heads up’ for issues before they truly become 
problems. If growth rates are falling short of daily 
targets this may be due to poor ewe BCS (poor milk 
production) or poor forage supply.  
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Ovivac P 
 

We are unable to get hold of any vaccine at the 
minute due to an ongoing manufacturing 

problem 
 

Hopefully this will be resolved by early June 
 

In the meantime, please contact us for advice 
regarding alternative vaccines 

Lambing Reflection...  
 

Did you have any barren ewes at the end of 
lambing? 

 

Did you have any abortions? 
 

Are you unvaccinated for Toxoplasmosis and 
Enzootic Abortion? 

 

MSD are once again subsidising the ‘Flock Check’ 
scheme; free lab fees for up to 8 unvaccinated 

ewes.  
This runs until 31st of July 

Speak to us at the practice for more details 

By 12 weeks of age, lamb energy intake is greater 
from grass than milk; they will be growing well on 
grass and creep and should not need milk.  
Leaving lambs on ewes longer than necessary at this 
stage will only be detrimental to the ewe. Lambs will 
not suffer growth checks at this stage – as long as 
worm burdens are under control and forage quality is 
good.  
 
Grass Availability  
As lamb grass intakes increase, competition for high-
quality grass between ewes and lambs reaches a 

critical point. Dry ewes will have a much lower need 
for high-quality grass in comparison to growing lambs; 
by weaning early we not only free up good quality 
grazing for lambs, but also help to conserve much 
needed grass for ewes in later summer. Your 
productivity next lambing season will only be as good 
as the quality of your ewes.  
 

If you have any concerns or need any individual 
advice about weaning, or body condition scoring, 

please talk to us at the practice. 

  

FLY STRIKE   
Fly strike should be on your radar. With the hot weather, 
flies have started becoming a nuisance; if we are noticing 
them, they are definitely around your stock!  
 

Be sure to keep on top of scouring animals, apply fly 
treatments and book the shearer if you haven’t already 
done so – any excess wool and moisture around the back 
end will be a major risk factor. Ensure that your stock are 
checked daily for signs of fly strike.  
 

When selecting fly treatments be aware what mode of 
action each treatment has. 

Any queries regarding appropriate treatments, 
please speak to us before using treatments 

 
Fly strike is a serious condition and can be a huge welfare 
issue if treatment is delayed or missed – any concerns be 
sure to act promptly, or involve us sooner rather than 
later! 
 

TREATMENT FOR FLY STRIKE:  
1-Clip  
Clip away wet and discoloured 
wool until dry fleece and normal 
healthy skin is present. Be 
aware that maggots often 
extend further and deeper 
under fleece than you think.  
2 - Clean  
Clear away all maggots and scrape the area clean.  
3 - Spray  
Apply antibiotic spray (e.g. Engemycin spray) to the whole 
affected area.  
4 - Treat  
You must use a TREATMENT product (e.g. Crovect, Dysect 
or Spot On) –fly eggs left on the sheep that you can’t see 
will hatch and cause a vicious ongoing cycle if not killed.  
 

Sheep can become seriously ill due to fly strike; always 
give pain relief (e.g. Finadyne) and an antibiotic (e.g. 

Amoxypen daily) if large areas are affected 
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Preventative 
only 

CLiK (5% 
and Extra) 

Protection up to 10-16 
weeks (ONLY if no rain) 
Animals cannot be shorn 
within 3 months of use 

Prevent & 
Treat 

 

Crovect 
(1.25%) 

Protection up to 10 
weeks  
Can be treated as soon 
as shorn 

Dysect 
Sheep 

(12.5g/l) 

Protection up to 8-10 
weeks 
Minimum 1cm thick 
wool for action 

Treatment 
only 

Spot On 
(1%) 

No protection 
Will kill blowfly larvae 


