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Happy New Year to you all!  

We stress throughout the year about the 

importance of the body condition score of 

the ewe and nutrition, and we are now 

entering the most important phase where 

these factors are essential. Her condition 

and what she eats NOW determines the 

following: 

 Lamb birth weights 

 Colostrum amount and quality 

 Milk amount and quality 

 Ability to fight parasite and disease 

infections 

 Ability to get in lamb with twins 

next year. 

Ewe nutrition and forage analysis 

If you haven’t yet done so, it is 

recommended to get your forage analysed 

to check its quality. It is far cheaper and 

easier to find out now if your forage is not 

good enough, or to find out that it is 

excellent and the amount of concentrates 

fed can be reduced. What to look out for? 

Ash content - if higher than 9-10% there is 

evidence of soil contamination & poor 

fermentation – beware Listeriosis and 

avoid feeding to sheep. 

D – Value -this measures digestibility. The 

higher this is, the less concentrates can be 

fed. Aim – Hay D Value 60. Silage D Value 

68. 

Dry matter – the higher the dry matter, 

the more they can actually eat = the aim 

of a ruminant. If silage is too wet then the 

ewe will not be able to eat enough and 

will require more concentrate.  Aim: Bale 

silage 30% +, clamp silage 25% + hay 

80%+.  

Crude Protein (CP%). Hay 12% & Silage 

14%. In the final 3-4 weeks of pregnancy 

the TYPE of protein required is different. 

Protein is required to drive milk 

production and colostrum quality, 

therefore a bypass protein (i.e. soya) is 

essential as a protein source.  

A premium ewe feed will have soya (hi-

pro soya the best) content of 14% and 

above. Many feed companies won’t print 

the exact soya % unless you ask them. The 

ingredient soya should be in the top 3 of 

the descending list of ingredients. 

 

Metabolisable Energy – 10-11MJ/kgDM 

min from hay and silage is required 

respectively. If the forage is less than this 

they will need higher levels of energy 

supplementation.  

Silage acidity – pH. Acidic silage, below Ph 

4.0 will affect palatability and affect how 

much the ewe will eat. 

Ammonia N – measures protein 

breakdown and fermentation. Levels 

greater than 10% indicate that 

fermentation is poor. 

Feeding 

The amount to feed a ewe in the last 6-8 

weeks before birth depends on; 

 Body condition score.   



 Numbers of lambs expected – 

scanning essential to improving 

ewe management. 

 Quality of forage and quality of 

concentrate. 

Sheep like many flock/herd animals like to 

do things at the same time, this includes 

eating, which I am sure you’ll agree is 

essential in late pregnancy. Any shy 

feeders will be bumped out of the way 

ahead of the stronger ewes, and these are 

the ewes that need no disruption from 

feeding. Ideally an adlib forage feeding 

system is preferable, with 15cm space per 

ewe required. 

Concentrate floor feeding is good for 

exercising ewes and ensuring a fair 

attempt for all ewes to feed. Bedding 

must be as clean as possible. 

Blood sampling ewes – check that the 

diet you are feeding is adequate. A pre 

lambing blood test to check energy (BHB) 

and protein levels (urea and albumin) can 

be performed and it is recommended that 

6 samples be tested. This should be done 

3-4 weeks pre lambing to enable any 

changes to take place. 

Low albumin but normal urea levels 

indicate that the protein in the diet is 

adequate but that there may be 

underlying disease i.e. fluke/parasites. 

These tests can be carried out on 6 ewes 

for the value of one dead ewe so they are 

well worth it!  

Vaccinating Ewes 

Heptavac P vaccination is essential to 

protect the ewes from clostridial disease 

and Pasturella. It is given 4 weeks PRE 

LAMBING to the ewe to boost her levels 

of antibody to coincide with the 

production of colostrum. The new born 

lamb will then receive high levels of 

antibodies in the colostrum and be 

protected against clostridial diseases up to 

6-8 weeks of age.  

This level of protection will only occur if:  

 The ewes received the initial 

vaccination course properly. 2 

injections 4-6 weeks apart. 

 The booster vaccination is NO 

MORE than 12 months after this 

course AND no less than 4 weeks 

before lambing. 

 The ewes are fit and in good 

condition at the time of 

vaccination. 

 The ewe has had enough protein in 

her diet to make enough quality 

colostrum. 

 The lambs actually receive the 

correct amount of colostrum 

210ml/kg in first 24 hours. 

(50ml/kg in 1st 6 hours).       

Sheep Skills workshop at Wood Vet 

Group 

Wed 21st Jan 1.30-4.30pm. 

Topics: Use of treatments around lambing 

time. Which drugs should you use?  

Coccidiosis – how do I prevent, control 

and treat it?  

Please phone the practice to book a place. 

Cost £20 per person.                                                    


