
 

 

   FARM NEWSLETTER 
      OCTOBER 2016 

 
Hopefully most of you have successfully bailed, clamped and stored your complement of forages for the 
winter ahead and can now turn your attention to stock – whether that is preparing sheds for housing, 
incorporating this seasons forage feeds into rations or calculating how much longer the autumnal weather 
and grass growth will allow stock to stay out. 
 
In last month’s newsletter we established that this was the ideal window to start vaccination or boost herd 
immunity for IBR (Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis) and BVD (Bovine Viral Diarrhoea Virus) but often the 
most important class of stock to vaccinate is calves. Many of you will have stopped vaccinating over the 
summer or due to the milk price. However, it is now essential to protect calves against Pneumonia through 
the winter and efforts aimed at prevention will be the best value for money. 
 
The Pneumonia Fact Sheet: 

What is it?:     Inflammation and infection of the lung tissue 
Mortality/Death rate:   3% 
Incidence:     >50% of animals in a group are commonly affected 
Costs of clinical cases:  Dairy animals: £43 – 63/calf    Beef animals: £82/calf 
Hidden Costs:  Poor weight gain in entire group impacting future yield, fertility and 

longevity despite animals not having a clinical case of pneumonia 
Dairy animals: £30/calf     Beef animals: £74/calf 

Cause:     A combination of poor environmental factors in the presence of one 
or more of the viruses or bacteria. 

For example: 
Environmental and management factors 

+ 
Viruses:  RSV, PI3, or IBR 

Bacteria:  Mycoplasma bovis, Haemophilus somnus and Manhaemia haemolytica (Pasturella) 
Lungworm can also cause issues two weeks after housing 

 
Environmental factors to focus on: 

- Poor Immunity – colostrum volume, timing, hygiene and quality provides immunity up to 12 weeks 
- Mixing calves from different sources and ages increases pathogen spread 
- Hygiene – clean feeding apparatus and good housing hygiene minimises spread 
- Sick calves within healthy groups not isolated 
- Poorly designed buildings – exposure to drafts, poor ventilation, overstocking, extremes of 

temperature and shared air space between ages. Moisture in sheds increases infection pressure 
- Inadequate nutrition – low milk intake (immunity relies on energy and protein) 
- Other diseases or castration/dehorning stress – calves with scour are 3 times more likely to get 

pneumonia 
- Access to water – calves should have access to water from birth to ensure good hydration 

 
Viruses and Bacteria: 
Most farms will have a mix of more than one type of virus and bacteria so it is essential to identify which 
ones you have. This is vital for selecting both your vaccination protocol as well as the treatment protocol 
for clinical cases. The first step is to blood test 5 calves over 12 weeks of age that have not been 
vaccinated. The test is subsidised by one of the vaccine retailers and so is a very rewarding test for minimal 
cost. Ring us about booking in your blood tests. Once we have established the pathogens on farm we can 
move onto selecting the best vaccine to provide cover to reduce severity of cases and numbers affected: 



Meetings 
Milking For Profit 

kindly hosted by the Webb family in 
conjunction with Mole Valley Farmers 

 
Upper Ley Farm 

27th October 
11am – 3pm 

 
 

News 
A New Arrival 

Phillipa and Sam have welcomed a second 
baby boy into the family with the arrival of 

William Thomas Page 
 

He was born two weeks early on 14th 
September at a handsome 7lb13oz! 

Mother and son both doing well! 
 

Courses 
Foot Trimming Courses 

Full day theory and practical courses 
 – Dates to be allocated for the autumn 

 
 

Book your place now on 01452 543 999 or on 
largeanimal@woodvet.co.uk 

 
 

News 
Another New Face 

We are delighted to welcome Louise White as 
our second new farm animal vet. 

 
She joins us from practice in Cornwall but is 

originally from Gloucestershire 
I’m sure you will all welcome her back to the 

county and to our team at Woods. 
 
 

Vaccine Pasturella IBR RSV PI3 BVD Earliest Start No. of doses Route Duration 

Rispoval 
Intranasal 

- - + + - 9 days 1 Intranasal 12 weeks 

Bovipast 
RSP 

+ - + + - 2 weeks 2 (4 weeks 
apart) 

S/C  

Rispoval 4 - + + + + 3 weeks old but 
booster at 3 
months 

3 (3 weeks 
apart) 

I/M 6 months 

3 months 2 (3-4 weeks 
apart) 

I/M 6 months 

Bovilis IBR - + - - - 2 weeks 2 (2nd at 3 
months old) 

Intranasal 6 months 

3 months    1 Intranasal 
or I/M 

6 months 

Rispoval 
Pasturella 

+ - - - - 3 months 1 I/M 17 weeks 

Pastobov + - - - - 4 weeks 2 (3-4 weeks 
apart) 

Intranasal 
or S/C 

12 
months 

As you can see there is a huge variety of combinations available with different administration and length of 
immunity. It isn’t always that straight forward, so please speak to us to establish which vaccine is right for 
your farm and how to get the best result from the vaccines. 
Vaccines are designed to reduce the severity of cases, the amount animals shed the virus or bacteria and 
therefore reduce the number of new cases. When considering vaccination, every effort still needs to be 
made to improve the environment otherwise vaccination can have a limited impact on your farm cases. 
 
Lots of News... 
 
 


