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Liver Fluke – How To Control Fluke vs. Residues  
Due to many herds now experiencing distinct levels of liver fluke (Fasciola hepatica) we must ensure that 
we are controlling fluke as best we can whilst not mistiming our use of products. 
Liver fluke require the Galba species of snail to complete their life cycle and traditionally this meant that it 
was restricted to Wales and the North West. Due to increased rainfall, flooding and warmer weather 
allowing longer grazing seasons, most of the United Kingdom must now be considered a snail habitat and 
therefore a possible fluke risk. In the last 10 years liver condemnation has jumped from 48% to 72% in 
England alone. This has two implications at farm level: 

1) Production losses in the form of mortality, liver rejections and poor weight gain (McCann et al. 
2010) to the tune of £9.5 million per year (£25-30/case) 

As we see, the life cycle (left) requires snails in 
their natural damp habitat and weather over 
10oC. The metercercariae migrate through the 
gut wall, cross the peritoneum and penetrate the 
liver capsule and bile ducts causing immense 
damage as they go. This is why we see the costly 
production losses. An adult fluke produces eggs 
after 10-12 weeks and can survive in cattle 
between six months to two years. 

2) Resistance and Residues in meat and 
milk 

The European Commission has banned certain 
products for use in cows producing milk for 
human consumption because they could not 
establish a withdrawal period. We are starting to 
see resistance and so must look at management 
and not just throw products at the problem. 

So where do we start.........? 
 

Diagnosis – Do you have fluke? 
Abattoir feedback on livers, fluke egg counts, bulk milk tests and a copro-antigen test on faeces can all be 
used depending upon the group and time of year. Always best to discuss this on an individual herd/flock 
basis as most of these test need to be done some weeks after the onset of possible exposure. 

You get a positive result! Now what? 
Management 
Environmental control is very important when controlling fluke – this is centred around keeping cattle 
away from snail habitats and long term, reducing snail habitats on your farm. This means fencing out 
streams and marshes as well as avoiding poaching around water troughs. Rotating pastures also reduces 
the infection pressure. This can be discussed on an individual basis depending upon grazing systems. 
NB. Sheep and cattle are infected by the same liver fluke so co-grazing won’t help with this one! 
Treatment 
Taking into account the NADIS parasite forecast, your pasture history and whether cattle are about to be 
housed or not, we can develop a treatment programme to complement your management system. The 
major points for both beef and dairy herds are: 

 Products do not all kill all stages of the life cycle and so careful selection and timing is key 



 No fluke products have persistence so animals can immediately be re-infected. 

 Don’t automatically pick up a combination flukicide and wormer esp. for adult animals 
Flukicides – rule of thumb for age of kill 

Active Ingredient Administration Kill Age 

Triclabendazole Oral 2 weeks 

Closantel and Ivermectin (combo) Injection/Pour-on 7 weeks 

Nitroxynil Injection 8 weeks 

Albendazole 
Clorsulon 
Oxycolzanide 

Injection/Oral 10 weeks 

Speak to us at the practice about how best to tackle liver fluke and select treatments 

TB Hub #TBFREE 
In line with some of the recent changes in testing administration, Farming Minister George Eustice 
announced the launch of the TB Hub last month. This is an online resource for farmers covering all aspects 
of TB and is far more accessible than the 
AHPA website. It has some interesting 
reports about local breakdowns and 
hotspots. We have to ask what can be 
done on a ground level to minimise risks 
and protect business and trading rights. 
One of the main goals of the current 
administration is bio-security i.e. 
protecting your naive herd from having a 
new breakdown. The major points are: 

- RESTRICT badger contact 
Prevent badger access to farm (cameras are a good start) and limit cattle access to latrines and setts 

- MANAGE feed and water 
Protect feed stores, troughs and mineral licks. Don’t feed on the floor at pasture and protect water access 

- STOP infected cattle entering the herd 
Ask for TB history when buying cattle and isolate all higher risk cattle before they enter the herd 

- REDUCE risk from neighbouring herds 
Check out maps of local outbreaks at www.ibtb.co.uk and ensure strict barriers between neighbouring 
farms. Minimise the sharing of vehicles, equipment and grazing 

- MINIMISE infection from cattle manure 
Store manure for long periods before spreading and only spread on arable land or pasture not due for 
grazing in the next 2 months. Don’t spread manure from other farms and minimise road contamination 
 

                 This is just a snapshot of the information available. 
            Please go to www.tbhub.co.uk or www.ibtb.co.uk to see   
                what is on offer. A genuinely interesting resource!

 

THE FARM TEAM WISHES 
YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

 

Reminder  
Christmas Drugs Orders 

I know it is only early December and so 
this feels completely wrong BUT...please 

ring all drug orders in by Tuesday 22nd 
December for collection/delivery on visits 

before Christmas. 
The more notice the better to avoid the 

Christmas rush! 
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