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Grazing Cows and Calves 
During the summer months many of you will graze cattle whether you are a beef suckler unit or a dairy 
under tight price constraints and often compulsory grazing contracts. Grazing brings benefits but most 
certainly brings with it some added problems. There are a few seasonal issues that we see that can also 
apply to indoor units so now is the ideal opportunity to discuss some of these. 
 
1) Gut Worms in Cows 
Whilst we expect young calves to pick up worms 
in their first grazing season especially if calves are 
put onto the same pastures year after year, there 
is another group of cattle that are 
possibly vulnerable. Adult cattle 
can experience high levels of a gut 
worm called Ostertagia or brown 
gut worm if they were not exposed 
in previous grazing seasons. This 
can result in gut wall damage 
lowering dry matter intake (DMI) 

and therefore lowering milk yields. In herds 
where it has been identified as a problem 
through testing, a thorough treatment regime has 

significantly increased milk yields and 
fertility performance. 
We can test dairy herds for Ostertagia 
levels with a simple milk bulk tank test 
called a MOO test (Milk Ostertagia 
ostertagi). Once we have the results we 
can advise how best to treat herds using 
zero milk withdrawal products.

 
2) Young stock - Coccidiosis 
With lots of young calves on the ground at the moment we almost certainly see a rise in the number of 
scour outbreaks. Cocci is the second most common cause after Rotavirus and so now is the perfect time to 
review the topic:  

- What?: Coccidia are single-celled parasites (not bacteria) – not all species cause a problem 
- Age: Under 2 years old (common window is 3 weeks to 6 months) 
- How?: Spread between calves via the environment by shedding lots of egg stages (oocysts) in 

faeces that survive for long periods despite heat, cold and many disinfectants 
- Why?: Damage the wall of the large intestine creating watery diarrhoea often resulting in straining 

with mucus and blood seen in the diarrhoea – long term damage done 
- Severe cases show depression, loss of appetite, weight loss and dehydration however... 
- 95% of cases are not diagnosed and so the key loss with cocci is poor weight gains  
- Diagnosis: Collecting individual or pooled muck samples and submitting them to the lab for 

counting of oocyst numbers – if samples get warm en route the eggs can hatch giving false readings 
- Treat: Separate animals with diarrhoea and treat the group with a coccidiosis treatment – speak to 

us about timing and type of product – fluid therapy can be useful in severe cases but remember the 
parasite has already done damage to the gut tissue – stunts performance long term  

- Prevention of cases requires excellent hygiene and management: 
1. Reduce stocking density  
2. Regularly moving feed and water troughs 
3. Reduce faecal contamination of feed and water troughs - raise or cover 
4. Increasing the bedding to reduce contamination/frequently rotate animals in paddocks 
5. Avoid mixing different ages of calves 
6. Clean and disinfect all buildings between groups of calves. It is important to use a 

disinfectant that claims effectiveness against coccidial oocysts 
7. Mass preventative medication can be used but it not a fix for poor management 

 



3) Young stock - Blackleg 
Blackleg Clostridial diseases occur when livestock 
are at pasture ingesting soil contaminated grass. 
Blackleg is the most common disease for cattle 
and there is no warning and no particular 
scenario that we can advise about - Just vaccinate 
them! Initial vaccination courses of 2 doses of 
(given 4-6 weeks apart) will cover the whole 

grazing season. Then a booster every 6 to 12 
months gives continued immunity. Cattle can be 
vaccinated from as early as 2 weeks old but if the 
dam has had her booster 8 to 2 weeks prior to 
calving down then the calf will be covered until 
12 weeks old.

 
Calf Survival 
Next time you have a hard or prolonged calving, especially backwards calvings, try the calf recovery 
position to aid chest expansion and fluid drainage from the nostrils. 
Take these immediate actions to give your 
calf a helping hand: 

1. Clear excess fluid/mucous from 
nose and mouth 

2. Recovery position (on sternum 
with rear legs pulled forward as 
props, clean surface for navel) 

3. Tickle or pinch inside nostrils to 
stimulate breathing ( cleanly )  

4. Vigorous rub the chest wall and 
dry  

Hanging or swinging calves upside down 
has been shown to not help with draining 
lung fluid (if fluid flows it is from the stomach) and it also makes it more difficult for the calf to breath as all 
the abdominal organs are pressing on the diaphragm compressing the lungs. This can reduce calf survival – 
try the position in the picture for better success rates. 
 
The Offer Goes On… 
In July we reminded you of the regulations about medicine bottle and needle disposal. ALL 
LIVESTOCK PREMISES MUST HAVE A YELLOW SHARPS BIN AND BOTTLE BIN to dispose of 
used needles and the bin for medicine bottles. To help get everyone 
compliant with the rules we are running an offer this summer: 

Still running throughout AUGUST 
Buy a 27 Litre Bottle Bin and a 2 Litre sharps bin for just £60 +VAT  

This is a saving of nearly £20 and for a lot of you these two containers will 
last a very long time – includes returning it to us for disposal 

Ring the Office today to order your summer deal! 
 

Vaccines and Storage
Vaccines are expensive but are also very 
susceptible to temperature changes - we need to 
protect them as much as possible:  
- When collecting vaccines please bring a cool 

bag/box with freezer blocks in – even for 
short journeys 

- Once vaccines are on farm, they need to be 
in the fridge and fridges need to be   

                      between 2 and 8 degrees Celsius. We   
                      all carry dual thermometers in our  
                      vehicles for exactly the same reason –   
                      next time we are on farm ask us to   
                      test your fridge. 

News 
Temporary Farewell 

 
Phillipa is going on maternity leave at the end of 
August as she and her husband Sam expect their 

second child in late September. 
 

We wish them all the best and look forward to 
meeting the next addition to the Page family – 

possibly a future farm vet or farmer! 
 

Look out for two new vet faces in the next 
months…. 

 


